
Dear Sister Churches, 

New Year’s Greetings in the Lord. 

As a fellowship of local churches, we are writing to you as a steering team from the ‘97 motion 

from FNC 2025 because eight faithful sister churches in Fellowship Pacific (FEBP) are facing 

immediate removal from the Fellowship for advancing our Fellowship’s convictional 

complementarianism. This is a matter of urgent concern for our shared Fellowship family. The 

timeline below is important. It represents our grassroots understanding of what has taken place 

since FNC 2025. We also want to share some practical ways you might positively engage the 

Complementarian Congruence Team (CCT). This letter has been shared with FEB National 

Council (FEBNC). 

*Please also note, https://keepfebcomplementarian.com continues to exist as a resource website 

that maintains a record of resources and opinion pieces from the lead up to FNC 2025 and 

subsequently.   

Timeline Since FNC 2025 

1. On Tues Nov 4, 2025, Convention did not affirm the article on the Church (60%:40%, it 

required 75% to pass).  

a. There are a variety of reasons for this, however, the most obvious is that delegates wanted 

congruence with the ‘97 Position Statement. We were surprised and encouraged by this 

development. 

b. It seems clear that any future amendment will not pass if it does not meet the standard of our 

Bylaw or ‘97 statement. 

2. On Tues Nov 5, 2025, Convention did not affirm the ‘97 Motion (57:37, it required 67% 

to pass). 

a. Again, there are many reasons why it did not pass (even being opposed by those sympathetic to it). 

We thank those who supported the motion. While the vote did not achieve the required 67% to 

make the statement binding, the vote demonstrated1: 

i. That the majority of churches clearly support the theology and practice of the statement; 

ii. That a margin of nearly 3-2 (57%:43%) indicated they want existing theological 

commitments to be immediately applied vs. engaging in a longer process; 

iii. That we can postulate safely that roughly 68% of delegates outside of FEBPac voted for 

the Gender motion in 2025; a number that rises to an estimated 71% of delegates east of 

Manitoba (demonstrating an evident east-west divide). Informed by the 2025 FEBPac 

Impact vote, it is safe to conclude there is a supermajority in favour of convictional 

complementarianism; 

iv. A longing for confessional unity on this important secondary matter; and  

v. An indictment of the FEBNC decision to permit regions to not be in congruence with our 

Bylaws and ‘97 statement over the past two decades. 

b. After the ‘97 motion did not pass, FEBNC announced their plan to steward a two year process 

similar to the Affirmation of Faith. The one difference, however, is that this process did not receive 

Convention approval, however warranted such a process may be. 

 
1 Estimates were based upon regional registration data and informed by similar votes in FEBP and FEBPrairies.  
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3. On Dec 1, 2025, a group of Toronto pastors sent a letter and petition, signed by more than 

70 churches from Fellowship Central to Fellowship Pacific, asking them not to dismiss 

any churches during the 2 year CCT process.  

a. This was a most gracious and diplomatic letter that shows that there is great solidarity in FEBC 

with those churches in FEBP facing removal. 

4. On Dec 16, 2025, FEBP issued notice to 8 churches (others are pending), of a special 

regional convention being called on Feb 7, 2026 to dismiss these churches. 

a. The letter maintains these churches are not being dismissed because they are complementarian. 

However, the reality is that these convictionally complementarian churches have followed biblical 

and procedural avenues to raise and resolve concerns and have simply desired biblical unity within 

the bounds of our wider Fellowship Bylaws and statements. See our first and second letters here.  

b. It is ironic that eight+ churches are facing removal for insisting on the same complementarian 

practices as FEBC, who dismissed an egalitarian church in 2025. Put another way, FEBP is 

removing complementarians and FEBC is removing egalitarians.  

c. No one wants FEBP to leave, but rather be reformed; however, if they did leave wouldn’t it be 

wise to maintain good relations with the 15–20 FEBP churches who are sympathetic to 

convictional complementarianism to form the seed of a new region? 

5. On Dec 17, 2025, FEBN unveiled its CCT (read here).   

a. Readers should be aware that a sizeable portion of this team are egalitarian or support egalitarian 

practices and would not agree with our ’97 statement. 

b. We pray that this team/process will not begin in a place of agnosticism but will take seriously our 

existing documents and the will of the churches expressed at FNC 2025.  

Actions—What you can do! 

1. Meaningfully and fully engage in the CCT process as information becomes available; 

2. Pray for the CCT/process; 

3. Be Bereans, study the Scriptures, study this subject and the implications; 

4. Discuss this matter amongst your leadership and membership; 

5. Discuss this matter amongst your Associations and Regions; 

6. Lobby the CCT and regional boards, let them know your views; 

7. Pray that the Lord would preserve our Fellowship on this important secondary matter; 

pray also for those churches facing dismissal and the coming FEBP convention. 

 

In truth and love, 

Rev. John C. Bellingham and Pastor Laurence Leriger (Rosedale Baptist Church, Welland  

Ontario)  

Rev. Dr. Christopher W. Crocker (Markdale Baptist Church, Markdale Ontario)  

Rev. Dr. Timothy P. Stephens (Fairview Baptist Church, Calgary Alberta)  

Pastor Paul Dirks (New West Community Church, Vancouver British Colombia)  

Pastor Josh Claycamp (First Baptist Church, Kamloops, British Colombia)  

Pastor Derek deVries (Park City Gospel Church, Winnipeg Manitoba) 
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