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Saturday, October 11, 2025 

Dear Sister Churches of the Fellowship, 

Several weeks ago on September 12th, we sent out an email and letter to all Fellowship Churches 

advocating for an upcoming motion on Complementarianism that will come to a vote at the 

November Convention. 

We are simply ordinary Pastors/Elders/Overseers of local churches appealing to other ordinary 

Pastors/Elders/Overseers and their churches within our Fellowship. As you are likely already aware, 

this grassroots motion seeks to elevate our already existing 'Position Statement' to a binding 'Policy 

Statement'.1 The desired outcome of our motion is very clear: we want the practice of our Churches 

to be conformed to the position we, as a Fellowship, claim to affirm in our Position Statement 

(1997) and National Bylaw amendment (2004). As our National Bylaw is not currently being 

interpreted or enforced in such a way as to ensure that FEB Member Churches adhere to the 

practice outlined in our very clear and well formulated Position Statement, we are convinced that 

further and more urgent action is needed if we are to have convictional clarity. 

Earlier this week on October 7, FEB National sent out a nation-wide communication which 

addressed our letter, and the motion we have put forward in accordance with our National Bylaw.  

In their communication, FEB National Council suggested that we take a different course of action: 

"National Council remains convinced that before our churches decide on anything becoming a 

binding document and test of fellowship, a prudent and reasonable approach would be a longer 

process (two to three years) of dialogue, consultation, reflection, and prayer. A vote would happen 

after our constituency has adequate time to prayerfully consider the issue." The communication also 

pointed out that this lengthier process suggested by National Council was denied by the signatory 

churches. Although we cannot speak for all the signatory churches, as Pastors who were present for 

two lengthy conference calls with both Jonathan Stairs and President Jones, we would like to briefly 

explain why we believe that action needs to be taken immediately, and not over the course of 

another two or three years: 

Reason #1: This is not a new conversation within our Fellowship but is a conversation that has 

already been happening for over 30 years. Our churches already voted on a Position Statement in 

1997 that was passed with an overwhelming majority (83%). In addition, an amendment was made 

to our National Bylaw in 2004, in an effort to clarify that the Pastoral office is limited to Biblically 

qualified men. I think many of us were under the impression that the issue was discussed long ago 

and firmly settled. As it turns out, that is not the case nationally. While dialogue is always desirable, 

we are already 30 years into this conversation. We believe that (1) extensive dialogue has already 

 
1 We also reiterate amidst the confusion that according to our National Bylaws our Affirmation of Faith, Bylaws and 
Policies are all binding and a test of being a part of our national Fellowship.  If this is not maintained, no 
church would be legitimately censured if they stopped believing in the Trinity or became affirming, etc. For 
example our Bylaws state, 1.1.e.- ““Binding” means MEMBER Churches, Directors, Officers, Committee 
members, employees, volunteers, and Regional Councils of the Fellowship must at all times demonstrate 
support by compliance” For the binding nature of our Affirmation (see Bylaw 15.1.b), Bylaws (see Bylaw 
15.1.c) and Policies (see Bylaw 15.1.d) 
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happened, (2) a clear Position Statement has already been adopted, and (3) a Bylaw amendment 

has already been made. The dialogue already having taken place, it is now time for convictional 

action on the part of our churches to bring our practice into conformity with our position. 

Reason #2: In our two lengthy calls with Jonathan Stairs and President Jones, we asked what the 

proposed process would involve and what the desired outcome of this suggested process would be. 

We received no clear details on what the process would entail, and no assurances that the desired 

outcome of this process is to lead our Fellowship into a firmly complementarian practice that lines 

up with the convictions outlined in our existing Position Document and National Bylaws. We have 

been told by FEB National that this process will seek to "bring congruence between the bylaws and 

our newly revised Affirmation of Faith." After carefully reviewing the newly revised Affirmation of 

Faith, we are unpersuaded that the proposed process of seeking 'congruence' will lead our 

Fellowship into a stronger complementarian position and practice than what we currently have. The 

desired outcome of our motion is very clear: we want to ensure that our practice lines up with our 

position. As we are not certain that the desired outcome of a two-to-three-year process will 

correspond to the desired outcome that we are seeking through this motion, we respectfully 

declined to rescind our motion and to press forward to a vote which will put the matter before the 

delegates of our churches. 

Reason #3: By far, the most important reason why we believe that immediate action is needed is 

because one Fellowship Church (New West Community) has been suspended by their Region, and 

10 others are under threat of suspension simply for advocating in their Region for adherence to our 

existing National Bylaws.  A two-to-three-year process will not, in any way, help these brother 

Pastors and their churches who are under an immediate threat of disciplinary action. We 

understand that the suspension is being framed by their Regional Leadership in terms of 

'divisiveness' rather than 'doctrine'. This was made clear in the recent communication from FEB 

National. Our opinion, in reviewing the evidence, is that we do not believe that the accusation of 

'divisiveness' is warranted, and thus we feel strongly that a gross injustice is being committed in the 

BC Region. This is an urgent situation, and it requires urgent action. These churches have no court of 

appeal beyond their own Regional Leadership. This is a very serious constitutional crisis, and it 

needs to be urgently addressed. We should not leave these brothers to fend for themselves and face 

the possibility of excommunication or suspension before a lengthy consultation process has been 

completed. 

In an effort to underscore the urgency of the situation, we (the undersigned) will be hosting a 

moderated conversation with Pastor Paul Dirks of New West Community Church (currently under 

suspension), and several other Pastors in the Pacific Region who have been threatened with 

suspension. Since accusations of divisiveness are being levelled at these men and the churches they 

shepherd, it is only fair that they be allowed to speak. We will give them an opportunity to speak 

and answer questions on a Zoom call scheduled to take place on Saturday, October 25th, at 4:00 

p.m. EST. The link for this call is below, and all Fellowship Churches are invited to participate. We 

believe that hearing directly from these brother Pastors will help you understand the reason why we 

have chosen not to rescind our motion, and why we believe the situation is a crisis that requires an 

urgent response. In addition to the Zoom call, we have also developed a website that is dedicated to 
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the upcoming motion. Source documents will be posted there that will provide the transparency 

needed for your churches and delegates to make an informed decision. 

Website:  www.keepFEBcomplementarian.com 

Zoom Link: 

Time: Oct 25, 2025 04:00 PM EST 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88098368358?pwd=Sg0WyG3XndCVLFu2d71KRmmQdhAtBN.1 

 

Meeting ID: 880 9836 8358 

Passcode: 647631 

 

In Christ's Service,  

Rev. John C. Bellingham & Pastor Laurence Leriger (Rosedale Baptist Church, Welland Ontario) 

Rev. Dr. Christopher W. Crocker (Markdale Baptist Church, Markdale Ontario) 

Rev. Dr. Timothy P. Stephens (Fairview Baptist Church, Calgary Alberta) 

Pastor Paul Dirks (New West Community Church, Vancouver British Columbia) 

Pastor Josh Claycamp (First Baptist Church, Kamloops British Columbia) 

Pastor Derek DeVries (Park City Gospel Church, Winnipeg Manitoba) 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88098368358?pwd=Sg0WyG3XndCVLFu2d71KRmmQdhAtBN.1

