
October 21, 2025 
 
An open letter to the Boards of Fellowship Pacific and Fellowship National Regarding the Public 
Discipline of New West Community Church 
 
Dear Brethren, 
 
I wish to humbly respond to your letter of October 17, 2025. It is a good faith response to your public letter 
about the letter which I co-signed with a number of other FEB pastors. I pray that it is received in the spirit 
with which it was written, and that the Lord would use it to bring true unity, that is unity in and around the 
Word of Christ.  
 
Necessity to respond to FEB Pacific’s letter. I felt a responsibility to respond to the letter from FEBPac 
which FEB National sent to all FEB churches on October 17, 2025. This is because I and my actions have 
personally been referenced within that letter. FEB National, in their own communication (October 7, 2025) 
Nationally distributed the accusation against New West Community Church and Paul Dirks, repeating the 
charge that they are divisive. Unlike local church membership, membership in a Region provides 
membership in National. Therefore NWCC is being threatened with excommunication from a body which I 
am part of, and public accusations against them have been distributed Nationally.  
 
Biblical principle of presumption of innocence. I would draw your attention to 1 Timothy 5:19-20 which 
requires that we “Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand 
in fear”. This text affirms that Christians are to require such rights of justice even for men holding 
ecclesiastical office. In other words, we are not to agree with or accept a charge against a man without 
due evidence and process. I am bound by God, who is the Lord of the conscience, to insist that evidence 
be given for my brother’s guilt.  
 
Your accusations and their consequences. FEBPac referred to Paul Dirks and NWCC with a quote 
from Titus 3:10 (Letter, Feb 7, 2025). This was no small accusation. You have therefore charged him 
publicly with being a man who is to be marked and avoided.  This verse literally calls for 
excommunication. This accusation and verse cannot be separated from its immediate context, indeed 
from the sentence it is contained within. The men described by this verse are men who are “warped and 
sinful” and who are self-condemned (Titus 3:10-11). If they are not, you have no warrant for using the 
language of verse 10. The concept which you are using is one found not only in Titus 3, but also in 1 Cor 
5 and Matthew 18; it is one which charges Paul Dirks and NWCC as those who are to be cut off from the 
fellowship of Christ, handed over to Satan (1 Cor 5:5). This terrifying accusation against a man who 
confesses the Gospel of Christ MUST be substantiated with clear evidence.  
 
A commitment to publicly correct my statement. I invite you to provide more evidence against Paul 
Dirks and NWCC. I have called this a miscarriage of justice; I would commit myself to offering a public 
correction and apology if evidence can be produced which demonstrates that NWCC ought to be 
associated with Titus 3:10-11. This evidence should be distributed to all who received word of this 
accusation and all who form an ecclesiastical assembly with them - in keeping with biblical standards of 
justice (Matt 18, 1 Tim 5, 1 Cor 5).  
 
The evidence I have seen thus far: Here is a list of the alleged incriminating evidence (FEBPac letter, 
Feb 7, 2025) against NWCC resulting in the charge of having a “divisive posture” (Ben Hall, Impact 2025): 
 



NWCC sought for churches to be told that they needed to reform or be removed from FEBPac (Letter, 
Feb 7, 2025).  
This is not a violation of Titus 3:10-11.  It is the grounds of confessional and affinity-based ecclesiastical 
associations. Far from stating that a church outside one’s particular association is anathema, it is to say 
that partnership within a fellowship requires a level of unity beyond that which is required to simply 
recognize a church as Christian.  
 
NWCC stated that a separation of churches into more than one Fellowship would be an acceptable 
(though not preferable) outcome given the fact that there are many denominations (Letter, Feb 7, 2025).  
This is not a violation of Titus 3:10-11. It is factual, and recognized by the members of the FEBPac board 
whenever they engage in fraternal relationships with churches outside of the FEB and with other 
denominations. Not all churches need to be in our fellowship; some are best suited for other fellowships. 
This is not a controversial statement.  
 
NWCC sought for FEB National to require FEBPac to conform with FEB National standards (Letter, Feb 
7, 2025). 
This is not a violation of Titus 3:10-11. Just as it would be acceptable on a Regional level to insist on 
doctrinal standards, it is acceptable to insist on doctrinal standards at a National level.  
 
It is alleged that NWCC stated that they were committed to fighting for even three years to accomplish 
what they believed to be their God-given goals (Ben Hall, Impact 2025).  
This is not a violation of Titus 3:10-11. To push for change and reform should not be seen as a threat to 
unity. In fact, the Reformation slogan Semper Reformanda calls us to always be open to the reality that 
we might need to correct drift which has happened either intentionally or inadvertently.  
First, it should be noted that NWCC has stated they would not fight in this manner. Notwithstanding that 
fact, it seems here that the word “fight” is being subjected to an intentional misinterpretation. This word 
can be used pejoratively, but it also can be used to describe admirable, persistent and brave pursuits in 
the face of resistance. The glorious reform within the Southern Baptist Convention culminating in Dr. 
Mohler’s SBTS Presidency is one appropriate use of that word. It is incumbent on FEBPac to prove that 
NWCC’s “fight” is in a category with Hymenaeus and Alexander, rather than with that of Dr. Mohler’s. 
 
This letter is a sincere good faith effort to engage these consequential conversations. The offer presented 
within it is sincere; please take up this request to provide evidence that NWCC is worthy of the 
public condemnation that you have disseminated against them. New West Community Church is a 
sister church, and it is my desire that they are either justly publicly reproved for sin and respond with 
repentance, or that they are publicly vindicated for their innocence and that the FEBPac Board and FEB 
National Board would publicly repent for their slander of God’s faithful servants.  
 
Christ is the alone head of the church and He is worthy of engaging this matter soberly and seriously. 
Please respond to this request; to do otherwise would truly be a repudiation of Titus 3:10-11.  
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
Derek deVries 
Park City Gospel Church, Winnipeg MB 


