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October 20, 2025 

Dear Pastors and Churches of the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

My name is Josh Claycamp, and I have the joy of serving as pastor at First Baptist Church of Kamloops, 

British Columbia, in the Fellowship Pacific region. I'm reaching out as a fellow pastor who truly loves our 

Fellowship and hopes to see us continue faithfully following Scripture while staying united in our mission 

to share the Gospel. 

I am writing to to share my heart with you about three pressing matters: 

(1) The letter that Fellowship Pacific region sent on Friday, October 14, 2025; 

(2) The genuine urgency we're facing, as ten churches face suspension and removal simply for 

upholding our binding National Bylaw regarding complementarianism and pastors; 

(3) An invitation to prayerfully consider voting for the motion that would elevate our 1997 Position 

Statement "On the Gender Issue in Pastoral Leadership in Fellowship Churches" to the status of a 

binding Fellowship Policy Statement. This would help us maintain our theological foundation 

while also supporting National Council’s invitation to steward a three-year process that further 

refines our complementarian position. 

WHY THE URGENCY? 
I want to be clear from the outset: I have the highest respect for our National Council, our Executive 

Director Jon Stairs and our President Steve Jones, and all the leaders who serve with the National 

Council. They have served us faithfully, and I am grateful for their ministry. Time and words would fail 

me to convey the incredible kindness and Christian charity that these two men have shown to me in 

recent months. I am also grateful to the National Council. They have an incredible responsibility to lead 

our churches in fulfillment of the Great Commission. This is no easy task, and I am grateful for their hard 

work. 

This motion is not a vote of no-confidence in our National Council. Far from it! I believe the urgency of 

the current situation necessitates bringing this motion directly to the Convention floor this year. 

Here is why: Ten churches in British Columbia are currently facing expulsion from Fellowship Pacific 

for upholding complementarianism regarding the office of pastor, which is actually our Fellowship's 

binding position as enshrined in our National Bylaws since 2004. 

Churches that hold to our national position and bylaws—churches in good standing with our National 

Fellowship—are now being disciplined for upholding the complementarian position that the pastoral 

office should be reserved for biblically qualified men. 
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I have attached correspondence from Fellowship Pacific and the joint reply from several of our churches, 

including my own, for your consideration. We were threatened with removal because we were not 

willing to be hypocrites about our practices in the Fellowship Pacific region, staying tacitly silent while 

Regional Leadership continued to affirm to our National Partners that we were in unity with our 

National Partners when we are egalitarian. 

Fellowship Pacific stipulated three conditions for “joyful fellowship” with the region that were not given 

at the IMPACT convention by the constituency of our Region but prescribed by the board afterwards. 

The board’s conditions were: 

1. Our churches were never to be critical of female preachers who preached to men. While we 

were allowed by leadership to continue to believe that such a practice was contrary to Scripture, 

we were forbidden from speaking openly about it. 

2. We were forbidden from speaking to National Council or you, our brothers and sisters among 

the churches of the National Fellowship, about our egalitarian practices in Fellowship Pacific or 

egalitarian churches within our region. 

3. We were also forbidden from contributing to any national conversation that might create a 

negative environment for Fellowship Pacific that could result in their departure from National 

Partnership. 

If we failed to comply with these terms, Fellowship Pacific threatened to remove us.  

In their most recent letter, Fellowship Pacific alleges that our response, “disputed the process rather 

than providing the response requested by the constituency’s’ motion.” Our full statement, to which 

Fellowship Pacific leadership is referring, follows: 

“We acknowledge your statement, ‘silence or refusal may reasonably be interpreted as 
willingness to be suspended or removed.’ With respect, we must emphasize that due 
process requires otherwise,” (pg. 3). 

In our response, we affirmed the following:  

• “We are, therefore, in compliance with all stated requirements for constituent membership” (pg. 

1). 

• “…we are committed to participating in the life of the Fellowship in ways that are consistent with 

our capacity…” (pg. 2). 

• “We desire to remain in fellowship, to labor side by side for the Gospel, and to engage 

respectfully with brothers and sisters who hold differing views within the boundaries of the 

Fellowship’s governing documents. We affirm our willingness to participate constructively in 

Fellowship Pacific’s mission while reserving our right, as a church in good standing, to engage in 

open dialogue at Regional and National levels,” (pg. 4). 

We expressed our desire to remain with Fellowship Pacific. When they say we, “disputed the process 

rather than providing the response requested by the constituency’s motion,” we responded dutifully to 
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the motion made by the constituency on the floor of the convention. We consider ourselves to be in 

joyful partnership. We do not agree, however, with the terms placed upon that motion by the Regional 

leadership, terms that go beyond what the constituency approved and that conflict with our own 

Constitution & Bylaws.  

THE DIVISION IS REAL, BUT HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
Many of you may not be aware of the developments in our Pacific region over the past two decades. It 

stems from a decision reached in 2005 that required Fellowship Pacific churches to reserve the office of 

senior pastor to biblically qualified men, while allowing women to hold the title of pastor. Fellowship 

Pacific leadership has extended this policy over time to allow for female preachers, elders, and pastors 

who are functionally identical to ‘senior pastors.’ 

In 2005, shortly after our National Fellowship passed a binding National Bylaw stating, "the pastoral 

office is reserved for qualified men," FEB Pacific responded that senior pastors in our Region would be 

required to be men. At that time there was a different historical understanding between the functional 

role and responsibility of a senior pastor and associate pastors. The Pacific Region claimed in 2005 that 

female pastors would not be performing the function of a senior pastor. The historical context matters. 

Since 2005, FEB Pacific has extended this policy. The Pacific Region has seen a steady increase in women 

serving as associate pastors, elders, and preaching pastors. For these female preaching pastors, titles 

abound but their function is clearly identical to that of senior pastor. This, despite the restriction that 

was approved in 2005. In 2022, a woman was one of the main preachers at our regional IMPACT 

conference. 

In May 2024, nine churches sent a letter to National Council expressing concern that FEB Pacific was not 

in compliance with our National Bylaws. We listed four churches that we considered to be in clear 

violation of the National Bylaw to illustrate our interpretation of the National Bylaw and to give clear 

examples of our concern. 

In April 2025, ten churches, including my own, brought a motion to the FEB Pacific IMPACT Convention 

seeking to bring clarity regarding the region’s understanding of the National Bylaw, the relevant 

Scriptures and the functional practice of our Region. Our motion read, in part, 

“BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, in accordance with 1 Timothy 2:12, Fellowship Pacific will 
only recognize churches in which their elders, or pastors who preach to or otherwise 
have authority over men, are Biblically qualified men.” 

We sought to reaffirm complementarianism in line with our binding 2004 National Bylaw and the 

Scriptures. That motion cited (1) our binding National Bylaw, (2) the Scripture, and (3) our region’s 2005 

stated desire to remain in unity with National. The following was included in our motion: 
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• Our National Bylaw, which reads: “The pastoral office in the church is reserved for qualified men 

recognized by the church for the oversight of the doctrine and practice of the church,” [National 

Bylaws, Article 4(a)(iii). 

• The Word of our Lord, which reads: “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority 

over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet," (1 Timothy 2:12), and “I hope to come to you soon, 

but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave 

in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the 

truth," (1 Timothy 3:14).  

• The stated intention of Fellowship Pacific in 2005, which reads: “stay unified…and be in unity 

with other Regions within our National Fellowship,” (Minutes of the 78th Annual Convention of 

the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in BC & Yukon, 2005, Pg. 10). 

All of these important elements were included. Surprisingly, many of the members of the Regional 

Board spoke against these points from the platform, even before debate and discussion was permitted 

among the delegates. Our region subsequently rejected this motion. Female pastors continue to preach 

and exercising spiritual authority over men within our Region with the approbation of the delegates 

representing the churches. This is, by definition, egalitarianism.  

Nevertheless, the letter that Fellowship Pacific distributed on Friday claims that our region’s policy and 

practice are complementarian because the 2005 policy restricts the office of Senior Pastor to men. 

Despite their repeated claims of complementarianism, I asked the President of Fellowship Pacific from 

the floor of our annual convention, IMPACT 2025, “What is the functional difference between a senior 

pastor and an associate pastor?” He replied, prior to the vote, that there is no functional difference 

between senior pastors and associate pastors according to the decision that was reached in 2005. In 

other words, while Fellowship Pacific states that only men can be senior pastors, the actual practice of 

our region, affirmed by our churches at IMPACT, is that female pastors function in an identical capacity 

to that of senior pastors. 

In August 2025, following this annual meeting at IMPACT, our churches then received letters from FEB 

Pacific leadership requiring us to affirm by September 15th that we can "joyfully fellowship" with the 

region's egalitarian practices by staying silent about these concerns with our National Partners—or face 

suspension. Again, I have attached the letters for your review. 

Fellowship Pacific expresses sadness at this division. Equally saddened by these events, I am striving for 

unity. However, unity does not exist in an outward façade of agreement. Rather, unity should be 

centered in Biblical truth, not organizational structures or historical precedent. The Apostle Paul didn't 

write, "Make every effort to preserve unity even if it means abandoning sound doctrine." He wrote, 

"Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:3)—and he 

then immediately grounded that unity in "one Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Ephesians 4:5). 

Unity without truth is not biblical unity—it's simply organizational coexistence that could mask multiple 

parties working at cross purposes. True unity is built on a shared commitment to biblical truth. We don’t 
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have to agree on everything, but we do need to agree on the important things, and this must include 

some secondary matters such as a shared understanding of church leadership and complementarianism.1 

When we are united around Scripture's teaching, we will have deep, lasting fellowship. When we try to 

maintain fellowship while abandoning shared convictions on these important secondary matters, we 

create an illusion of unity that will crumble under pressure. 

WHAT WE ARE SEEKING: UNITY & PEACE IN TRUTH 
Churches that hold our Fellowship's own stated position and National Bylaws are being suspended. We 

are not asking the National Fellowship to remove any churches. Nor are we asking the Fellowship to 

remove the Fellowship Pacific region. We are asking our Fellowship family to provide clarity for all 

parties on this question, and to give protection for churches that hold to what we have always believed, 

even if those churches reside in a region, such as Fellowship Pacific.  

Let me be clear: I do not desire, nor is it my intention, for Fellowship Pacific to be removed as a region. I 

deeply love the brothers and sisters of Fellowship Pacific. This motion is about our understanding of the 

Word of God and our practice of ecclesiology with regards to the office of pastor. This is about whether 

Fellowship churches that hold to complementarianism can remain in our National Fellowship without 

fear of regional discipline for their biblical convictions, which are in line with what the Fellowship, and 

orthodox churches for the past 2,000 years, have historically believed. 

WHY WE CANNOT WAIT 
Some may ask: Why not allow National Council to address this through a deliberate, multi-year process? 

My answer is simple: Ten churches cannot wait. We are facing suspension now. Our only crime is that 

we uphold the binding National Bylaws. We need to know that our Fellowship family shares these 

convictions.  

MY DEEP RESPECT FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL 
I want to emphasize again: this motion is not a vote of no confidence in our National Council. Far from it. 

I deeply appreciate National Council’s service, and I recognize the difficult position they are in. Time and 

words fail to adequately convey to all of you the unbelievable kindness and grace that has been shown 

to me by our National Executive Director Jon Stairs and President Steve Jones.  

However, in a congregational fellowship, the highest human authority rests with the gathered churches 

at Convention, not with the Council. Our bylaws specifically provide for grassroots motions from the 

churches for precisely this reason—so that urgent matters can be addressed quickly when necessary. 

National Council has graciously agreed to allow this motion to proceed to a floor discussion and vote, 

and they have even given assurances that they will steward a three-year process of further clarifying and 

articulating what our Fellowship believes about these issues following, I pray, the successful passage of 

this motion. For this, we are very grateful. 
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But there’s no reason we can’t do both. I urge you to vote for this motion because it affirms our historic 

understanding of complementarianism, and following our affirmation, let’s work together with National 

Council as they steward a multi-year process that refines our position. Let’s do both. 

MY HOPE AND PRAYER 
I love the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada. I deeply love Fellowship Pacific. My 

prayer is that this motion, when it is approved, will bring a shared understanding of the Scriptures 

regarding the office of pastor to all parties. It is only on this basis that we can pursue real unity. 

Will you stand with us?  

Whatever happens at FNC ‘25, I know that our best days are still ahead of us. I know that the Lord will 

bring to completion the good work that He has begun in all of us. And I look forward to the journey with 

you. Until I see you at National Convention, I remain your servant in Christ. 

For the Glory of God and the Good of His Church. 

In Christ, 

 

Joshua Claycamp 
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