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March 5, 2025, 

To the Churches of Fellowship Pacific, 

 

Grace and peace from the Lord, brothers and sisters. On behalf of First Baptist Church of Kamloops, 

allow me to say that we are grateful for your witness to the grace of Christ, your ministry, and your 

patient endurance in the Gospel of our Lord. We pray for each of you as you proclaim the Good News 

and disciple those who believe in Jesus.  

Today, I’m writing to inform you that ten churches, constituting approximately ten percent of the eighty-

six member churches of Fellowship Pacific, all in good standing at the time of this writing, have duly 

ratified a motion to be presented to our Fellowship for your consideration at IMPACT 2025. We have 

submitted this letter to  the Board of Fellowship Pacific, and we anticipate its distribution in accordance 

with the statement of our President, Pastor Ben Hall of Saanich Baptist Church, who mentioned that the 

Board was agreeable to entertaining this motion in his February 13, 2025 letter, where he wrote, “We 

are willing to entertain a motion to change our existing policy on leadership qualifications within Feb 

Pacific Churches,” and “We do not wish to silence those who hold strong views on the degree to which 

women are restricted in ministry,” (Pg. 3, Paragraph 2). I’m writing to present the motion to you for your 

consideration and to ask you to consider voting in favor of this motion at IMPACT 2025.  

The Motion 
The Motion that is being brought before Fellowship Pacific, in its entirety, reads: 

WHEREAS, there has historically been a different understanding of the role and responsibilities 

of a singular “senior pastor” than the more modern practice of a plurality of pastors ministering 

within a single church; 

WHEREAS, there is confusion among the churches of Fellowship Pacific as to the intent and 

application of the policy resolution passed in 2005 stating, "The FEBBC/Y Region only recognizes 

men as Senior Pastors,” (Minutes of the 78th Annual Convention of the Fellowship of Evangelical 

Baptist Churches in BC & Yukon, 2005, Pg. 10); 

 WHEREAS, the churches of Fellowship Pacific declared their intention to, “stay unified…and be 

in unity with other Regions within our National Fellowship,” (Minutes, 2005, Pg. 10), and it is 

Fellowship Pacific region’s intention to maintain unity with the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist 

Churches in Canada which requires member churches to “[accept] that the pastoral office in the 
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church is reserved for qualified men recognized by the church for the oversight of the doctrine 

and practice of the church,” [National Bylaws, Article 4(a)(iii)]; 

 WHEREAS, the appointment and installation of Biblically qualified individuals to the pastoral 

office of the church is critical to the ministry of the church and its witness to the truth according 

to 1 Timothy 3:14-15; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, in accordance with 1 Timothy 2:12, Fellowship Pacific will only 

recognize churches in which their elders, or pastors who preach to or otherwise have authority 

over men, are Biblically qualified men. 

This motion is intended to reaffirm our commitment to biblical complementarianism, and to clarify the 

will of our Fellowship regarding the application of the 2005 Policy Resolution that was passed at 

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Vernon, which reads, “The FEBBC/Y Region only recognizes men as Senior 

Pastors,” (Minutes of the 78th Annual Convention of the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in BC 

& Yukon, 2005, Pg. 10). Specifically, our motion seeks to clarify the role of female pastors, prohibiting 

the unbiblical practice of female pastors from preaching to men.  

Having studied the Minutes of the 78th Annual Convention along with all available documentation from 

those years, and having discussed the events that transpired with many who were present, it is my 

humble opinion that the delegates of the 78th Annual Convention of FEBBC&Y voted to do two things:  

1. Allow women in ministry within our churches to hold the title of, “Pastor” and, 

2. To prohibit female pastors from preaching to men as indicated by the wording, “…only 

recognizes men as Senior Pastors.” 

I am confident that anyone who reads the Minutes of the 78th Annual Convention will come to the same 

conclusion, and I have included a copy of the 2005 Minutes for your review. Our motion, therefore, does 

not seek to change existing policy on pastoral qualifications within Fellowship Pacific Churches that was 

adopted in 2005. There is no intention in our motion to disallow women from holding the title of 

“pastor.” Rather, our motion seeks to further clarify the policy decision that was reached in 2005 and to 

apply that decision to our Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches Pacific in today’s cultural climate.   

Why This is an Important Issue 
The relationship between men and women, their unique responsibilities and their differing roles within 

the family and the church, is a critically important issue to the ministry of the Word and the 

proclamation of the Gospel. This singular concern is an increasingly significant pillar to our witness for 

Jesus Christ, because our Gospel does not merely proclaim the forgiveness of sins. Our Gospel proclaims 

the power of God to forgive our sins and to break the chains of bondage from sin. Those who trust Jesus 

can know both forgiveness and the societal flourishing that comes from obeying and abiding by the 

Word of God. The proclamation of the whole counsel of God’s Word breaks the bondage of sin 

wherever it is found. 
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Nowhere is this bondage becoming more destructive than in the matter of male and female roles. John 

Stonestreet once said, “Ideas have consequences. Bad ideas have victims.” Brothers and sisters, our 

society is in such a state of confusion regarding God’s intention for men and women, involving both 

gender identity and sexuality, that the church today must bear a faithful testimony to the proper 

ordering of these relationships. The church must make basic affirmations, that were not even necessary 

until recently, for the sake of the victims of today’s gender revolution. The church proclaims the truth 

regarding these things by both precept and example, but the central example to be observed in the 

church is that of qualified men leading the congregation through preaching to both men and women. 

Women complement this servant leadership by graciously receiving God’s Word, together with the rest 

of the congregation, as it is proclaimed through male pastoral preaching. Women do not seek to 

exercise authority over men or to preach to men from the Scriptures, yet they exercise their giftings in a 

plethora of other avenues. This is the example that God calls the church to place before the world. 

Regarding women preaching to men, God says, “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise 

authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet,” (1 Timothy 2:12 ESV). This commandment is then 

grounded in the creation order, revealing God’s complementary intention for these relationships (1 

Timothy 2:13-14). And this commandment is not incidental to the city of Ephesus but is God’s will for all 

churches in all places. The Apostle Paul affirms this when he says, “…I am writing these things to you so 

that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of 

the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth,” (1 Timothy 3:14-15 ESV). The Scriptures are clear that 

men and women complement each other by exercising different responsibilities. The church proclaims 

God’s design and intention for men and women in many ways, but the church demonstrates this 

through the example of male pastoral preaching to the entire congregation. 

IMPACT 2025 will be important for our beloved Fellowship Pacific in reaffirming our commitment to 

complementarianism according to God’s Word. I ask you to consider voting in favor of the proposed 

motion. I know that you share my commitment to our Lord, to His Word, and to His Great Commission. I 

also know that we are all developing and forming our theological convictions. We are ‘working things 

out,’ and this is a process that takes time. I have an unshakeable confidence that God, who has begun 

this sanctifying work in us, will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ, and I look forward to the 

journey with you. I’m always available for a conversation, and I’ll see you at IMPACT in April. May God 

richly bless you. 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

 

 

   Josh Claycamp 
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