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“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And 

be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 

with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 

hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.” 

Colossians 3:15-17 

To the Fellowship Prairies Inc. Churches, 

In light of the recent communication from Fellowship National and Fellowship Pacific in response to a 

group of churches’ pursuit to elevate the Fellowship Position Statement “On the Gender Issue in Pastoral 

Leadership in Fellowship Churches” to a policy statement, we felt it necessary to express our deep 

commitment to peace, unity, and common mission to advance the gospel.  We recognize and are 

thankful for our theological history as a complementarian body of churches, with local church autonomy, 

as well as the autonomy of the regions in our Fellowship.  We also respect and value the diversity of our 

churches, upholding our unity and not expecting uniformity on non-primary issues. 

As mentioned in Fellowship Pacific’s October 16, 2025 letter, Fellowship Prairies defeated the following 

motion at our Regional Convention in May of 2025, “Be it therefore resolved, in accordance with 1 

Timothy 2:12, Fellowship Prairies will only recognize churches in which their elders (or pastors or leaders) 

who preach to or otherwise have authority over men, are Biblically qualified men.” This motion 

attempted to define the practice of complementarianism in our region to a more rigid position which 

would have become a litmus test for membership within our region. It is with surprise and sadness that 

we have learned some members of our region are continuing on to push a similar agenda on the national 

stage, ignoring our autonomous region’s decision. 

If any initiative to make changes to the current position statement were to be pursued, we are in 

agreement with Fellowship National that a multi-year process is necessary for such issues to ensure a 

healthy process that pursues unity, clarity, and due diligence.  Moreover, we remain in support of the 

autonomy of Fellowship’s regions to define and practice complementarianism. 

We pray for peace and wisdom to flourish by exhorting National Convention to vote against the motion 

brought forward. 

In Service to our Lord and Savior, 

Ben Smith, Fellowship Prairies Leadership Board Chair 

On behalf of the Fellowship Prairies Leadership Board 


