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The Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada

October 7, 2025
Dear Fellowship Family,

On behalf of our Fellowship National Council, we bring greetings to you in the
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We trust the start of your church’s ministry season
has been an encouraging time for you and your church family. Our Fellowship
National team are busy preparing for a historic Fellowship National Conference as
we gather to vote on our revised Fellowship National Affirmation of Faith. Your
church would have received a reminder email last week with details on registering
for the conference and reserving a hotel room.

» Tuesday, November 4, 2025: 2:00 - 5:00pm EST
o Vote on 14 Articles of the Fellowship National Affirmation of Faith - 14
Motions.
» Wednesday, November 5, 2025: 11:00am - 12:00pm EST
o Vote on Motion to elevate the FEBC’s 1997 Position Statement on
Gender in Pastoral Leadership to a Policy Statement (binding
authority).

Update on the Motion at the November 5, 2025 vote

» On September 15, 2025, the Fellowship National Council gave notice to our
member churches of a Motion being brought forward at FNC 2025 from 29



sighatory MEMBER churches. National Council has followed our Fellowship
National Bylaws and will steward the process on behalf of our 29 MEMBER
churches. Our churches were notified on September 15 of the following
Motion:

The motion is: “To elevate the Fellowship Position Statement entitled,
‘On the Gender Issue in Pastoral Leadership in Fellowship Churches’
(formally adopted via a vote at National Conference in November 1997))
to the status of a ‘Fellowship Policy Statement’ (see By-law 15.1 (d).”
This Position Statement was approved in 1997 by 83%. The adoption of this
motion will make this statement binding and become a test of fellowship on
all MEMBER churches.

« On September 12, 2025, five pastors distributed a letter to most FEB
(Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist) churches seeking to give context on the
rationale for the pending motion and encouragement for FEB churches to
vote in favour of the motion. There has been a flurry of communication
traffic over the past couple weeks from our constituency asking for further
clarity on this motion and issue.

Neither the National Council nor the National President were notified that a
letter was being sent to FEB MEMBER churches nor was the September 12th
letter sent to National Council or the National President.

e On September 2, 10, and 29-30, 2025, our Fellowship National Council met
and agreed it proper and prudent to communicate to our member local
churches, seeking to answer many of the questions being asked by FEB
churches as they gather in October to decide how their FNC delegates should
vote on Wednesday, November 5, 2025 from 11:00am - 12:00pm EST. National
Council’s motivation in this letter is to keep our churches informed with the
most accurate information possible as they deliberate and decide on the
motion.

Here are brief answers to some of the most frequently asked questions in recent
days:

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is this motion in compliance with the Fellowship National bylaws?

o Yes, the 29 signatory MEMBER churches met FEB National Bylaw 5.7.
Twenty-three churches were needed to meet the threshold to bring a
motion to FNC 2025.

o NOTE: 29 MEMBER churches in good standing signed the motion by the
deadline of August 13, 2025, not the 31 churches previously reported
in the September 15th Fellowship National notification to all MEMBER
churches. National Council later ruled two churches not eligible after
being notified that one signatory church in FEB Central was a church



plant and not a MEMBER church. Also, Fellowship National learned that
one of the signatory churches, a Fellowship Pacific church, was
suspended. National Council has been informed that the reason for the
ongoing suspension of that Fellowship Pacific Church was not for
doctrinal disagreement or for asking questions, but for ongoing
divisiveness in attitude and action.

2. Should the 29 signatory member churches bringing this motion be
considered dissenters?

o

No, churches who have followed our Fellowship National bylaws are
exercising their right and responsibility as MEMBERS of the Fellowship
and should not be considered dissenters. We are a Fellowship of
churches that need to hear from each other and so speaking up is
encouraged as long as Biblical principles and bylaws are not violated.

3. What has been the National Council’s role in this motion?

o

Since 2024, the Fellowship National Council has discussed the need for
clarity and congruence in our governing documents on the issue of
eldership. Our National President encouraged our MEMBER churches to
give feedback on this issue since we are a local-church led movement.
On March 12, 2025, our President wrote to our FEB MEMBER churches,
“The Fellowship National Council has heard from the constituency that
there is some confusion over the leadership roles in the church that
are reserved for men only. National Council is prayerfully considering a
prescribed process to review the relevant bylaw sections to address
the issue and will seek our constituency’s input. National Council
wants to hear from our churches on this issue”.

National Council would encourage MEMBER churches to task National
Council to steward a two to three-year process to bring congruence
between the bylaws and our newly revised Affirmation of Faith if
passed. However, this motion to make the 1997 Position Statement a
Policy Statement was brought forward by 29 MEMBER churches. The
signatory churches were asked on two separate occasions to consider
not bringing their motion forward and allow National Council to
steward a two to three-year process. These requests were denied.
National Council remains convinced that before our churches decide
on anything becoming a binding document and test of fellowship, a
prudent and reasonable approach would be a longer process (two to
three years) of dialogue, consultation, reflection, and prayer. A vote
would happen after our constituency has adequate time to prayerfully
consider the issue.

In recent years on four separate occasions our Fellowship family has
addressed weighty matters: our “We are the Fellowship” mission
statement approval (2014), Membership-Baptism motion (2017),
“Marriage and Human Sexuality” policy (2018), and the revised
Fellowship National Affirmation of Faith (2025) — National Council
stewarded a three year process on each of these occasions and we



were able to remain in “the bond of peace” at the end of each
decision.
4. Will elevating the 1997 Position Statement on gender in pastoral
leadership to a Policy Statement ensure complementarianism?

o Though the Position Statement would become binding, its wording still
leaves the decision up to the local church to live up to expectations
rather than be required to do so. Note the phrase: “Churches are
expected to call staff members ‘pastors’ only when they qualify for
the biblical office of pastor/elder/overseer.” Furthermore,
enforcement of the Fellowship National bylaws is the responsibility of
each autonomous Region, and so, if a Region has a “narrowing
definition” of binding documents, then it is unlikely the specifics of a
National policy will be enforced.

5. How long will this motion be discussed and voted on?

o Only one hour from 11:00am - 12:00pm EST on Wednesday, November
5, 2025.

6. What percentage of the vote is required to approve a Policy Statement

o According to Fellowship National bylaw 15.1 (d), a vote of not less
than two-thirds majority is required to make a policy statement.

7. If a delegate or church votes against the motion or an Affirmation of Faith
article, will they be suspended?

o No, delegates are encouraged to vote their conscience before the
Lord. Besides, the votes on all the motions at FNC 2025 will be done
electronically and anonymously, and so any voting will be between the
delegate and the Lord.

8. What would happen if this motion were to pass?

o Churches should follow the Policy Statement and Regions should
enforce all our binding documents whether Regional or National
documents. However, since local MEMBER churches and Regions are
both autonomous, they may still choose to act as they see fit. Unless
there is a mutual submission to one another (Ephesians 5:21), it seems
little would change in the practice of our churches.

9. What would happen if this motion does not pass?

o National Council would welcome stewarding a two to three-year
process similar to the recent Affirmation of Faith process with surveys,
town hall, and association church meetings hosted to prayerfully
discuss and study God’s Word. Seeking the Lord and hearing from
others who think differently would be a healthy and holy exercise and
model the unity our Lord prayed for in John 17.

Update on the November 4, 2025 revised Affirmation of Faith vote: 2:00 -
5:00pm EST

1. Who can vote?
o Only delegates sent by their local church whether the delegate is in-
person or voting remotely can vote. Voting will be done electronically



and anonymously.
2. Why is there such a limited time to discuss each article of the Affirmation
of Faith?

o With 14 articles to read, discuss, vote, and post results, this will most
likely take the full time allotted in our business meeting session.
Furthermore, there have been many opportunities over the past three
years for pastors and churches to speak to the issues.

3. On what basis should a delegate vote for the Affirmation of Faith articles?

o A delegate should come to FNC 2025 with instructions from their
church on how to vote and should vote based on the current wording
of each article (not what one wishes it said) as well as whether the
current wording can be affirmed without mental reservation.

4. Why are no amendments to the Affirmation of Faith allowed from the FNC
delegates?

o Any changes to the motions or articles could leave delegates without
knowing how their churches would like them to vote.

5. What happens if an Affirmation of Faith article is not passed (receives less
than 75%)?

o The National Council will either make the suggested simple
adjustment or reconvene the Affirmation of Faith Team to rewrite the
article. The revised article would then be brought for vote at FNC
2026 in accordance with Fellowship National bylaws.

Your Fellowship National Council will conduct these two FNC business meetings
according to our Fellowship National bylaws and our Fellowship National
Conference Rules of Order. All delegates can be assured of this.

We do hope this letter helps our churches and FNC delegates as they deliberate
and decide on the motions being presented at FNC 2025. May the Lord help us to
“make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace”
(Ephesians 4:3 NIV).

On behalf of the Fellowship National Council,
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Rev. Steven Jones Rev. Dr Jonathan Stairs
Fellowship National President Fellowship National Council Chair
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