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A Letter from the Regional Director Tom Haines

From Tom Haines - FEB Central <tom@febcentral.ca>
Date Mon 2025-10-06 4:30 PM
To mbc.pastor@outlook.com <mbc.pastor@outlook.com>

Dear FEB Central Family,

I hope this note finds you well and encouraged in the Lord.  We have a wonderful
Fellowship family and as I have travelled and met with leaders from other
networks of churches I am always reassured of how glad I am to be a part of the
Fellowship.  Like any family, we occasionally have to navigate some challenges. I
am writing to make you all aware of a situation that I have been navigating since
last Spring that has now concluded, and to bring some clarification on the current
situation leading up to the FNC.  

First, last May it was brought to my attention that one of our FEB Central churches
had formally adopted a fully egalitarian position.  Rick Buck and I met with the
pastor and board chair and it became clear that they had decided on a position
that women could serve in any and all ministry roles, including senior pastor, and
this position had been ratified by the congregation.  We shared with them how
this decision had put them offside with our Fellowship National bylaws and
encouraged them to reconsider.  They went back to their board and discussed the
matter further.  The result was that they are not changing their new position and
regretfully acknowledged that they would have to leave the Fellowship.  

We love these dear brothers and sisters from Compass Community Church
Orangeville, Shelburne & Grand Valley, but on September 24th the FEB Central
board unanimously voted to remove Compass Community Church and its sites
from membership in FEB Central and by extension the Fellowship.  We are deeply
saddened by this theological shift that they have taken but are confident in our
biblical complementarian stance.  



Second, in regard to the motion that has been proposed for FNC to make the
1997 position on Gender in Pastoral Leadership a policy, I would like to clarify how
FEB Central handles this issue in our family of churches.

FEB Central adheres to the 1997 position statement on Gender in Pastoral
Leadership and the Fellowship national bylaws.  We are complementarian.  What
this means is that elders and lead pastors in FEB Central churches are to be
biblically qualified men.  FEB Central “churches are expected to call staff members
“pastors” only when they qualify for the biblical office of pastor/elder/overseer.”  In
keeping with this, we ask our churches not to use the term “pastor” to refer to
female staff.  However, since our position statement “Implications” section uses
the term “expected” when talking about titles of ministry staff it is not enforceable.

Currently there are 3 FEB Central churches, that I am aware of, that have female
staff with a title that includes “pastor.”  All three of these churches have male-only
Senior Pastor and male-only Elders.  Each of these churches have chosen to use
the title “pastor” in areas such as worship, small groups, care or children’s ministry
for different reasons.  They are not “egalitarian” churches.  

In FEB Central, this as a gradually declining practice, not a growing trend.  We are
a complementarian movement in belief and practice.  

The outcome of this motion at FNC 2025, whether for or against, will have no
impact on FEB Central because our current practice already applies the position
and bylaws.  

It’s been the regular practice of the region to allow Fellowship National to
navigate any doctrinal, statement of faith, or policy changes affecting all our
member churches. We have seen that a more thorough process, including study
and consultation, leads to better understanding, a clearer statement, and wider
acceptance.  

It is my hope that each of us, whether male or female, would seek to grow in
godliness and Christ-like character so that we are ready and equipped to serve in
the roles that God has prepared in advance for us to do.  I pray that we would do
this for the glory of Christ and the furtherance of his kingdom.  I am praying for
the Lord’s will to be done as we navigate this season together.  

Grace and peace to you all,

 



Tom Haines

FEB Central Regional Director
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